ABSTRACT. Let (X, Y) be a pair of compact Hausdorff spaces. It is shown that a certain property of the class of continuous maps of Y onto X is equivalent to the non-existence of linear isometry of C(X) into C(Y) whose range has finite codimension > 0.
INTRODUCTION
In ], A. Gutek, D. Hart, J. Jamison and M. Rajagopalan proved that there are no isometric shift operators on C( [a,b] ), a result first proved in the real scalars by Holub [3] . Here [a,b] is any closed interval in the real line and C ([a, b] ) is the Banach space of all continuous complex-valued functions on [a,b] . By observing carefully the proof given in [1] , one can note that C([a,b]) does not admit an isometric shitt operator because the space [a, b] has the property that the set {(, u) [, b] [, hi: () (), # U} is infinite for every continuous map of [a, b] In this case {91 + T(C(X)) 9, + T(C(X))} is linearly independent in C(Y)/T(C(X)), since if
Cl(g --T(C(X))) + + c,(9, + T(C(X))) 0 for some complex numbers cl, c, there exists f C(X) such that c191 + + Cn9 Tf, implying 
